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Why Study Groups?

n Pervasiveness
n Madison

n Factions
n Federalist #10

n Pluralism



Pros and Cons of Groups

n Cons
n Increases costs
n Unequal representation
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Pros and Cons of Groups
n Cons

n Increases costs
n Unequal representation

n Pros
n Information and education
n Better representation
n Balance each other



Pros and Cons of Groups
n Cons

n Increases costs
n Unequal representation

n Pros
n Information and education
n Better representation
n Balance each other
n Monitor programs



Types of Groups

n Economic interests
n Business
n Labor
n Agriculture
n Professional



Types of Groups

n Non-economic groups
n Public Interest groups
n Single-issue groups
n Ideological groups





Membership and Size

n Mobilization
n Free riding
n Attracting members



Lobbying Tactics

n Inside Lobbying
n Congress
n Executive branch
n Courts



Lobbying Tactics

n Outside Lobbying
n Grassroots
n Astroturf



Political Actions Committees 
(PACs)

n What do they do?
n Who gets the money?
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